
A MESSAGE FROM OUR LOFA BOARD PRESIDENT 
 

Greetings Lakeside Neighbors.  Hopefully, the year 2020 with all its upheavals to ‘normal life’ will continue to fade into the past.  
Once again, the Covid-19 pandemic will likely influence our summer gatherings of friends and families at our properties on Lake of 
the Falls.  I know I for one have Covid fatigue.  Who doesn’t?  However, we all need to continue being as cautious as we can and 
follow whatever the CDC recommends, so we can get our lives back to ‘normal’ as soon as possible. Diligence in following any 
recommendations will protect those we love and our lakeside neighbors, getting us through this thing sooner, rather than later. 
 

 It’s March 31st.  I am witnessing the ice disappearing from First Black as I write this. The weather was a bit crazy this winter, and 
according to my records the ice is going out on First Black about two weeks earlier than usual.  With that in mind, be conscious that 
we need to try to reduce our human footprint on the environment.  The threats of invasive species in the watershed upstream of 
Lake of the Falls, and overall climate change will likely have some impact in the years to come on the water quality of our lake, as 
well as many others in the area.  Continue to try to do what you can to minimize impacts.  Even small things like reminding your 
friends/family or resort clients who bring their boats to our lake, to have equipment and live wells dry before putting their boat in 
or using their fishing gear.  It does not take much water to harbor and transport an unwanted, invasive interloper.  Even a small 
piece of vegetation snagged on a boat trailer could result in an unwanted water weed or mussel species showing up in our lake. 
 

 Enjoy your time at the lake and continue to be safe.  Here’s to a happy and healthy summer ahead, and hours of happy boating. 
 

 —Jan Tesch 

                                               

LAKE ENHANCEMENT FUND 
        Thanks to these LOFA members who donated to the Lake Enhancement Fund in 2020:  
 
Dave & Pat Anderson, Chet & Sookki Bach, Bill & Nancy Dalpiaz, Franco & Maria Gamberale, Dan & Christine 
Hargarten, Arch & Judy Johnson, Marianne Klink, Cindy & Mike Moriarity, David & Boni Paugel, Ronald & Joan 
Sabel, Fred & Joan Sass, Jack & Diana Schuett, Andrew Schuett, Dave & Di Sino, Charles & Patricia Spittler, 
Tom & Jan Tesch, Terry & Amy Thayer, Lisa Wehrmann, and Doug & Anne Wenzlaff. 
 

Treasurer’s report from Jack Schuett 
The Corona virus seems to have had an impact on membership 
this past year as paid membership was down around 35%. I am 
sure the Board’s decision not to hold the annual picnic had an 
impact on dues collection because we normally have members 
paying at that time. 
 

Last year (2020) we had 41 paid up members compared to the 
previous year of 62 paid members. 
 

I hope this newsletter finds everyone healthy and well. Looking 
forward to seeing everyone around the lake. 

These dates are tentative and are dependent on any new developments with regard to 
the Covid-19 pandemic. We will do our best to notify LOFA members via email and on our 
website if any changes become necessary.  

2021 Meeting dates 
 

Board meeting Sunday, May 30 at 10:00 am 
Annual meeting Sunday, August 1 at 11:00 

Board meeting Sunday, September 5 at 10:00 am 
Meetings will be at Beaver’s unless otherwise announced.  
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Our website is moving to a new home! 
 

In the near future lakeofthefalls.org will be moving to Lakekit.net, a network of Wisconsin 
lake organizations who help each other build and maintain their websites. It will still be 

found at the same web address but will have a new look, added features, enhanced 
security, frequent backups, and no ads! Watch for changes coming soon. 



Box 473, Mercer, Wisconsin, 54547                  lakeofthefalls.org                             lofassociation@gmail.com 

Curly Leaf Pondweed – We won’t let it win! 
 

This May and June we will be asked once again to help the residents around Rice Lake and Pike Lake in 
pulling invasive Curly Leaf Pondweed. If you’ve been following the story on the LOFA website, you know 
that Rice Lake in the Turtle River Watershed has a big problem with this nasty and fast-growing invasive, 
and several patches of CLP were found last year downriver in Pike Lake and in the river between the two 
lakes. Lake of the Falls is the next lake in the system, so it’s heading our way. The only way to control CLP is 
by carefully pulling the plants and the roots out by hand. Last year there was an organized effort to pull as 
many plants as possible during the short time in May and June when this can be safely done. A few LOFA 
members went out last year and pitched in, but we would like to see more LOFA volunteers on the river 
pulling weeds this summer. It can be done from a canoe or a kayak, and some people just park their boats 
on the riverbank and sit down in the water to pull the weeds. It’s refreshing! 
 

                        Three good reasons to help 
1. There are worse ways to spend a summer morning than being out on the river with a 

group of congenial people trying to do a good thing for the lakes. 
2. Once you’ve pulled a few handfuls of Curly Leaf Pondweed, you will become much better 

at identifying it, and you’ll be able to recognize it if it ever gets close to Lake of the Falls. 
3. If CLP ever does get a toehold in our lake it will be with us forever. It thrives in warm, 

shallow water and we have a lot of that. If it grows thick enough you can’t even get your 
boat in the water. Watch your property values drop if this ever happens! 

Information will be available at lakeofthefalls.org and via email as plans are made and dates 
announced  Please do consider coming out and lending a hand. It’s important! 

Clean boats, clean waters  
reprinted from dnr.wi.gov/news/releases/article/?id=5170 

Wisconsin residents and visitors who are passionate about protecting our waters from aquatic invasive species know the 
impacts they can have on state waters and native species. 
 

"We know that the prevention guidance of inspect, remove, drain, never move is effective at preventing the spread of invasive 
aquatic plants and animals," said Erin McFarlane, the Statewide CBCW Educator with the University of Wisconsin-Extension 
Lakes Program. "Taking a minute or two to remove all the plants, animals, mud and debris from your boat and trailer while 
draining water from the bilge and live well is all it takes to prevent a new invasive species from establishing in your favorite lake 
or river." 
 

Surveys of Wisconsin boaters and anglers show that most boaters perform these actions nearly every time they are on the 
water. However, infrequent boaters may not be aware of the prevention steps and even frequent boaters might forget. 
McFarlane notes that boaters can support each other by modeling good prevention behavior. "Every boater and angler has a 
role to play in protecting our lakes and rivers. We're thankful for people currently doing their part," she said.  
 

Please remember to take these steps when moving your boat, and remind your guests to do the same: 
 Inspect boats, trailers and equipment for attached aquatic plants or animals. 
 Remove all attached plants or animals 
 Drain all water from boats, motors, livewells and other equipment 
 Never move live fish away from a waterbody 
 Dispose of unwanted bait in the trash 
 Buy minnows from a Wisconsin bait dealer 
 Only use leftover minnows when either 1) fishing with them on the same body of water or 2) on other waters if no    
lake/river water or other fish have been added to the container. 
 

Following these steps helps boaters comply with Wisconsin state law, which prohibits the transport of aquatic invasive species. 
To learn more about invasive species and their impacts to Wisconsin's waters and economy, visit DNR.wi.gov and search 
"Invasive Species."   

Curly Leaf Pondweed. Photo by the Wisconsin DNR. 

Boat Registration and Aquatic Invasive Species Donations 
 

Please spread the word that anyone registering their boat in Wisconsin has an opportunity to make a donation to Aquatic Invasive 
Species research. These donations, about $64,000 per year, fund important research on AIS prevention and management 
strategies. Please "check the box" at the end of the boat registration form and help keep our lakes healthy! 


