
                                          LAKE ENHANCEMENT FUND 

Thanks to these LOFA members who donated to the Lake Enhancement fund (formerly known as the Fish 
Fund) last year: 

Dave & Pat Anderson, Chet & Sookki Bach, Brian & Marianne Berghefer, Denise Bowen, Bill & Nancy Dalpiaz, 
Franco & Maria Gamberale, William & Susan Haim, Dan & Christine Hargarten, Steve & Keisha Holland, Arch & Judy 
Johnson, Michael Kruger, Maureen Leibach, Tom & Debi Mctavish, Tim & Debbie Michelic, David & Boni Paugel, Floyd 
& Terry Roberts, Don & Stefanie Rossner, Ronald & Joan Sabel, Fred & Joan Sass, Clinton & Jennifer Schmidt, Jack & 
Diana Schuett, Tom & Jan Tesch, Terry & Amy Thayer, James & Nancy Thornton. 

Summer, 2019 

Save the date! Our annual picnic is all set for Sunday, August 4 at Beaver’s Resort. The general membership meeting 
will start at 11:00, followed by a picnic at 12:00. Thanks to our good friends at Beaver’s Resort for hosting our picnic 
again this year. Details will be in your inboxes and on the website in July. Hope to see everyone there!  
 

Five positions on the LOFA board of directors will be up for election at the meeting: vice president, treasurer, and three 
at-large directors. In addition to the annual meeting, the board holds 2 other meetings each year. This year’s meetings 
are scheduled for May 26 and September 1 at 10:00 am at Beaver’s. Everyone is welcome to attend! It’s a great way to 
get to know your neighbors, stay informed, and have a say in what happens around our lake. 

A letter from our president 

Greetings, Lakeside Neighbors!   The snow has finally 
melted from our long winter.  Eventually the water level 
will stabilize after all the spring runoff and another 
precious summer will get underway for us all to enjoy 
the lake. 
 

Let’s all remember that we have a vested interest in 
keeping our lake as healthy as we can.  Some simple 
things that we can all do to lessen our human impact 
footprint include:  use of no, or low phosphate laundry 
detergents, maintaining our septic systems and our 
natural shoreline buffers, and minimizing or eliminating 
the use of fertilizers and herbicides on lawns all help to 
sustain good water quality.  Also, make sure to check for 
and remove any clinging vegetation from your boat and 
equipment if you take it beyond our lake to other water 
bodies, and also check on boats and equipment your 
guests bring to the lake for any invasive hitchhikers.  We 
don’t want them in our lake. 
 

 Have a fun, safe summer.  See you at the annual picnic! 
-Jan Tesch, LOFA president 

Local author to speak at the  
Mercer Community Center 

Don’t miss this LOFA-

sponsored presentation 
by Ted Rulseh, author of A 
Lakeside Companion 

on May 18 at the Mercer 
Community Center. 
Thanks to Jan Tesch for 
planning this! It promises to be a great 

way to learn more about the lakes we love. 

LOFA Member Signs available now! 
Show your pride as a member of the Lake of the Falls 
Association by displaying one of our new LOFA signs at 
the end of your drive or on your dock, or both! The stur-
dy metal signs are 18”x 6” and are available at Beaver’s 
for a minimum contribution to the Association of $25. 
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LOVING OUR LAKE 

In the past year the LOFA board of directors has been working with DNR Fisheries Biologist Zach Lawson to address 
some concerns LOFA members have had about fish stocking, our walleye population, and the fishing in First Black Lake. 
On October 23rd several LOFA members met with Zach to talk about our fishery and the health of our lakes. Zach 
provided us with recent survey reports for LOTF and Third Black Lake, together with loads of information to help us 
understand lake ecology. Since then, Zach has done a study on First Black. A copy of this report was emailed to LOFA 
members, and it is also available to read on our website at lakeofthefalls.org. 
  

As part of our effort to better understand what is happening in our lakes,  Zach and Bill Dalpiaz have created a new Fish 
Count Form, which was recently emailed to LOFA members and is also available on our website and at Beaver’s Resort. 
Please use it! And LOFA members are reminded that, to create the healthiest habitat for fish and other wildlife in our 
lakes, we can take simple steps like maintaining buffer strips on our shoreline to control water runoff into the lake, and 
limit the nitrogen input from fertilizer.  Less nitrogen from your lawn fertilizer will help reduce the amount of 
vegetation growing in the lake, which affects the quality of the habitat for fish. The fewer the plants, the more walleye 
for you to catch! The 2017 LOFA newsletter has details about shoreland buffers that might be useful. 
 

We live on a beautiful, healthy lake. Let’s all help to keep it that way! 
 

 

BOATS ON THE WATER  
Most of us love to get out on the water in our boats and enjoy our beautiful lake, but every year we hear from mem-
bers who are concerned about those few boaters and jetskiers who don’t follow the rules of safe boating. Here is what 
we should know and what we can do: 
 

Mercer Town Ordinance 

Personal Watercraft (i.e. jet skis) must operate at least 200 ft. from shore and may only be operated between the hours 
of 11:00AM and 4:00PM according to Mercer Town ordinance. If you wish to file a complaint about someone violating 
this ordinance, jot down the numbers on the side of the watercraft and call the sheriff’s department at 800-243-2131. 
 

Wisconsin State Law 

Among other things, it is illegal to operate a boat at a speed in excess of “slow, no wake speed” within 100 feet of the 
shoreline, any dock, raft, pier, a swimmer, or restricted area on any lake;  or chase, harass, or disturb wildlife with your 
vessel. A PWC may not be operated at faster than “slow, no wake speed” within 100 feet of any other vessel, 200 feet 
of shore, or 100 feet of a dock, pier, raft, or restricted area on any lake. Chasing, harassing, or disturbing wildlife with a 
PWC is also prohibited. 
 

 If you wish to file a complaint about someone violating any of these state rules, call or text the Wisconsin DNR Tip Line 
at 1-800-847-9367. Complete boating rules can be found online at http://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/pubs/LE/LE0301.pdf. 
 

These boating rules are intended to keep our lakes safe while protecting shorelines and improving water quality. Boats 
operating in shallow waters often churn up sediment and chop up vegetation, decreasing water quality, and potentially 
spreading invasive aquatic species. In addition, eliminating near-shore wakes reduces shoreline erosion. 

 LOFA Online 

Subscribe to our website, lakeofthefalls.org! We post 
photos, news from around the lake, and announcements 
about local events. It’s a great way to stay in touch from 
wherever you happen to be. 


