
Summer, 2018 
 

Mark your calendars! Our annual picnic is coming up on Sunday, July 29 at Beaver’s Resort. The general 
membership meeting will start at 11:00, followed by a picnic at 12:00. Thanks to Tom and Nikki at Beaver’s for 
hosting our picnic again this year! 
 

Four positions on the LOFA board of directors will be up for election at the meeting: president, secretary, and two 
at-large directors. Consider getting involved with the lake association! It’s a great way to get to know your 
neighbors, stay informed, and have a say in what happens around our lake. 
 

The Lake of the Falls Association board has 2 other regular meetings each year. This year they are scheduled for 
Sunday, May 27  and Sunday, September 2. The board usually meets at 10:00 am at Beaver’s Resort, and all are 
welcome. If there is anything you’d like  the association to discuss, please contact the board president by sending an 
email to lofassociation@gmail.com. 

Proposed amendments to the bylaws 

Two amendments to the LOFA bylaws were proposed at the September, 2017 board meeting. The membership will 
have a chance to discuss these and vote on them during the membership meeting on July 29. 
 

Article II, Section 2-DUES 

Currently: SECTION 2 Dues shall be $20 paid on a calendar year. 
Proposed change: Dues shall be $25 paid on a calendar year. 
 

Article IV, Section 3A-ANNUAL FREE PICNIC 

Currently: The Annual free picnic for paid up members will alternate between the Sunday previous to Loon Day and 
the Saturday after Loon Day. 
Proposed change: The Annual free picnic for paid up members will be held the Sunday previous to Loon Day. 
 

At the September Board meeting it was mentioned that having alternating dates for the picnic might make it hard 
for some of us to remember when it is, and a few people mentioned that attendance seems to be better on Sundays 
than on Saturdays. Looking at the attendance from the past 10 years, that seems to be the case. Average 
attendance at Saturday picnics was 39, and average attendance at Sunday picnics was 48.  

  

Thanks to these LOFA members who donated to the Fish Fund last year!  
Dave and Pat Anderson,  Gene Grall, William and Susan Haim, Arch and Judy 

Johnson,  Michael Krueger, Tom and Debi McTavish, Mike and Cindy Moriarity, 
Ronald and Joan Sabel, and  Fred and Joan Sass. 



Box 473, Mercer, Wisconsin, 54547                  lakeofthefalls.org                             lofassociation@gmail.com 

Broadband Service in Iron County 

 

In an effort to improve Internet availability in remote areas of Iron County, last fall the Gogebic Range Broadband 
Committee submitted a Broadband Expansion Grant application to the Wisconsin Public Service Commission to 
finance the placement of a fixed wireless tower near Lake of the Falls and another near Spider Lake. Our 
membership was asked to submit letters in support of the application, and many of us did. The grant was approved 
in April, but the dollar amount fell short of what was requested. The committee was advised to apply for the 
remainder of the funds in the next grant cycle, which begins in June. It is likely that the remainder of the necessary 
funds will be granted at that time. 
 

What this means is that, assuming everything goes well and the weather cooperates, construction will probably 
begin this summer on a wireless tower in our area that will provide Lake of the Falls residents with broadband 
Internet access through the GogebicRange.net service provider. When asked where the tower was to be located, 
committee chairman Norman Mckindles said that the location has not been decided, but that it “will likely be on 
county land in an area with proper elevation that will provide the best coverage for the highest percentage of 
residents in the affected areas.” 

 

 At the same time, the Broadband Committee has learned that CenturyLink has announced plans to improve their 
internet service by running fiber along a number of roadways in the Mercer area during 2018 and 2019. A 
representative from the company stated that internet speed will be greatly improved for customers in the 476 
phone exchange area. Specific details regarding new monthly rates for customers as well as improved speed and 
service availability dates are expected to be announced upon completion of the project(s). 

The Wisconsin Walleye Initiative and Lake of the Falls 

 

The Wisconsin Walleye Initiative (W.W.I.) was developed by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources in 
2013 to increase the number of walleyes in waters accessible to the public around the state. It stocks selected lakes 
throughout the state in alternate years with extended-growth walleye fingerlings (6-8 inches) for the benefit of 
anglers and Wisconsin’s fishing-related economy. Seven lakes in Iron County, including Lake of the Falls, were 
selected to be included in the program. In 2014 and 2016 our lake was stocked by the DNR with approximately 4450 
walleye each year. In alternate years the Lake of the Falls Association continued with our member-supported fish 
stocking program. 
 

The DNR’s hope is that stocking extended growth walleye fingerlings can bolster walleye populations to the point of 
regenerating natural reproduction, and they plan to assess the effectiveness of the W.W.I. stocking efforts on the 
adult walleye population in 2021. Because of this, LOFA’s request for a stocking permit in Fall, 2017 was not granted 
due to concerns that our supplemental stocking would confound the results of the assessment. So, even though we 
had the funds available, we did not complete our scheduled fish stocking for last year. 
 

This information comes courtesy of our local WDNR fisheries biologist Zach Lawson. LOFA vice president Bill Dalpiaz 
has been working with Zach to understand the intent of the W.W.I. and to decide what should be done going 
forward. Lake associations and groups included in the W.W.I. project are being urged to “sit tight,” continue to 
collect funds for fish stocking, and stow them away for use after the conclusion of the project. This conversation is 
continuing even as the LOFA Annual Newsletter goes to the printer, so please have a look at our website for updates 
as they occur. More information about the Wisconsin Walleye Initiative is available online at 
dnr.wi.gov/topic/fishing/outreach/walleyeinitiative.html. 


