
Summer, 2017 
 

Save the date! Our annual picnic is coming up on Saturday, August 5 at Beaver’s Resort. The 
general membership meeting will start at 11:00, followed by a picnic at 12:00. 
 

Four positions on the LOFA board of directors will be up for election at the meeting: vice-

president and three at-large directors. Consider getting involved with the lake association! It’s a 
great way to get to know your neighbors, stay informed, and have a say in what happens around 
our lake. 
 

The Lake of the Falls Association board has 2 other regular meetings each year. This year they are 
scheduled for Sunday, May 28  and Sunday, September 3. The board usually meets at 10:00 am at 
Beaver’s Resort, and all are welcome. If there is anything you’d like  the association to discuss, 
please contact the board president by sending an email to lofassociation@gmail.com. 

Broadband Update 

Jack Schuett has been looking into the 
possibility of bringing broadband Internet 
service to Lake of the Falls by way of 
Gogebicrange.net. Their closest transmission 
tower is on Wilson Lake, but the signal is not 
strong enough to benefit our area. If 
Gogebicrange.net sees enough demand (at 
least 15 new customers) they may be able to 
install a small repeater site on our lake. If 
you’re interested in this talk to Jack or contact 
Brandon Yuchasz at www.gogebicrange.net or 
906-842-3394. 
 

LOFA Online 
 

Subscribe to our website, lakeofthefalls.org! 
We post photos, news from around the lake, 
and announcements about local events. It’s a 
great way to stay in touch from wherever you 
happen to be. 

Our New Informational Kiosk  
 

(Your membership dues at work!) 
Our new 
informational 
kiosk, donated by 
the Lake of the 
Falls Association 
and built by LOFA 
member Elmer 
Gosh, was installed 
next to the public 
landing on Moose 
Creek Lane by an 
enthusiastic group 
of volunteers last 

September 2. A big thank you goes to Elmer for 
donating his time, expertise, and 
materials.  And thanks to all the 
guys came out to help install it. It 
looks terrific!   
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Boats Behaving Badly - What We Can Do About It 
 

Most of us love to get out on the water in our boats and enjoy our beautiful lake, but every year we hear from members who are 
concerned about those few boaters and jetskiers who don’t follow the rules of safe boating. Here is what we should know and 
what we can do: 
 

Mercer Town Ordinance Personal Watercraft (i.e. jet skis) must operate at least 200 ft. from shore and may only be operated 
between the hours of 11:00AM and 4:00PM according to Mercer Town ordinance. If you wish to file a complaint about someone 
violating this ordinance, jot down the numbers on the side of the watercraft and call the sheriff’s department at 800-243-2131. 
 

Wisconsin State Law Among other things, it is illegal to operate a boat at a speed in excess of “slow, no wake speed” within 100 
feet of the shoreline, any dock, raft, pier, a swimmer, or restricted area on any lake;  or chase, harass, or disturb wildlife. A PWC 
may not be operated at faster than “slow, no wake speed” within 100 feet of any other vessel, 200 feet of shore, or 100 feet of a 
dock, pier, raft, or restricted area on any lake. Chasing, harassing, or disturbing wildlife with a PWC is also prohibited. 
 

If you wish to file a complaint about someone violating any of these state rules, call or text the Wisconsin DNR Tip Line at 1-800-

847-9367 or online at dnr.wi.gov/Contact/Hotline.html. Complete boating rules can be found online at dnr.wi.gov/topic/boat. 
 

These boating rules are intended to keep our lakes safe while protecting shorelines and improving water quality. Boats operating in 
shallow waters often churn up sediment and chop up vegetation, decreasing water quality, and potentially spreading invasive 
aquatic species. In addition, eliminating near-shore wakes reduces shoreline erosion. 

Loving Our Lake 

 Shoreland Buffer Zones and the Health of Our Lake 

A shoreland buffer is an area of native vegetation along your waterfront that extends from the ordinary high water mark inland 
at least 35 feet.  Buffers provide habitat for an amazing variety of wildlife, hold soil in place, intercept and purify runoff water, 
and provide natural beauty. Fallen trees left in the water can provide spawning areas for fish and shading for shallow-water 
habitat. 
 

 A shoreland buffer can benefit the landowner as well as the lake. These benefits include less time and cost for lawn 
maintenance and privacy from neighbors and recreational lake-users. As a bonus, lake properties with undisturbed natural 
shorelines usually have higher property values. 
 

The Iron County Department of Land and Water Conservation offers help in the form of financial assistance and expert advice 
to property owners looking to improve the health of their shorelands. Call their friendly staff at 715-561-2234 for more 
information. 
 

Be On the Lookout for Yellow Flag Iris, a Harmful Invasive Species! 

Yellow flag iris is a showy perennial plant that can grow in a wide range of habitat 
types. It is a native of Eurasia and can be an invasive garden escapee in Wisconsin’s 
natural environments. 
 

While it is pretty to look at, this plant has some serious negative impacts. 
• All parts of it are poisonous, which results in lowered wildlife food sources. 
• Left unchecked, large mats can form from the rhizomes and affect water flow. 
• It can spread by seed, allowing it to travel to new sites and out-compete our 
lovely native Blue Flag Iris. We have one medium size population near the Muskie 
Point Road bridge. 
 

If you see any new populations or other invasive plants please go to 
dnr.wi.gov/topic/invasives and click ”Report.” You can also call  the Iron County Land and Water Conservation Department. 
 

 The Beauty of the Night Sky 

People who live in brightly-lit urban areas never have a chance to see what many of us take for granted: a night sky full of stars, 
the brightness of the full moon, and, occasionally the northern lights. Sadly, our experience of the night sky is sometimes 
diminished by artificial dusk-to-dawn lighting that impacts our appreciation of our surroundings and can have serious 
consequences for nocturnal wildlife. Consider reducing night glare (and save on your electric bill) by installing “Dark Sky 
Friendly” lighting or motion sensors instead of old-fashioned floodlights. The owls and bats will thank you! More information is 
available at darksky.org and darkskywisconsin.uwex.edu. 
 


